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Contact us for all your 
air conditioning 

& refrigeration needs

2/20 Mint St., Wodonga
Ph: 02 6059 3222

Follow us on

AU06286

Corryong Footwear
Shop 1, Man From Snowy River Arcade

21 Hanson Street, Corryong. Ph: 02 6076 1277

STAY WARM & DRY

The place for your family footwear

CHECK 
OUT OUR 
WINTER 

FOOTWEAR

HOURS:- Monday to Friday 5.30am - 
5.30pm / Saturday 5.30am - 1.00pm  / 
Sunday 7am - 12 noon / Public holidays 
5.30am - 12 noon.

Corryong Newsagency
43 - 49 HANSON STREET, CORRYONG

Phone: 02 6076 1381/ FAX: 02 6076 1188
Email: info@corryongnews.net.au

RED HOT SPECIAL
Somersby Apple or Pear 

Cider 10 Pack

ONLY $18
Special available until Tuesday 21.07.20 or while stocks 

last.  Please be quick to avoid disappointment.

24-30 Hanson St., Corryong. Ph: 6076 1286

Towong Shire Council 
has provided additional 
assistance to communities 
that were impacted by 
the January bushfires by  
establishing a $750,000 
Community Recovery 
Grants Program.

“The grants program 
will support  communities 
in the municipality that 
have been affected  by the 
bushfires and locally led 

recovery initiatives,” said 
Towong mayor, Cr David 
Wortmann.

“The grant program 
follows on from council’s 
recently delivered rates 
relief package.”

The funding for the 
recovery grants program 
will come from the 
Australian government’s 
Bushfire Recovery 
Program ($550,000) and 

the Victorian government’s  
Community Recovery 
Package ($200,000).

“The objective of 
the grant program is 
to provide funding for 
projects and activities 
deemed essential for the 
recovery and renewal of 
our communities,” Cr 
Wortmann said.

“Grants of up to $5,000 
are available to not-for-
profit organisations and 
community groups across 
Towong Shire including 
service clubs, community 
recovery committees and 
action groups.

“We hope that the 
grant program will assist 
community groups to take 

the next steps towards 
recovery by giving them 
the funds they need to 
deliver on their ideas.

“Recovery timelines 
naturally varies across 
communities, so there 
will be three rounds of 
funding throughout the 
year; supporting those 
that are ready to take 
action now and providing 
opportunities for groups 
that need a little more time 
to establish their recovery 
priorities and projects.”

Projects and activities 
that demonstrate the 
following are encouraged:

• Support for bushfire 
recovery

• Building community 

resilience
• Supporting social, 

economic and environ-
mental recovery

• Supporting comm-
unity events, activities and 
infrastructure projects

• Increasing awareness 
of support services

• Enhancing comm-
unity health and wellbeing

• Attracting visitors to 
Towong Shire

• Providing oppor-
tunities for skills 
development and/or 
information sharing

• Increasing fire pre-
paredness and mitigation 
(including equipment)

The program will 
run from July 2020 to 
June 2022. The closing 
date for the first round of 
applications is Friday 14 
August, 2020.

A simple application 
form is available through:

• Council’s website at 
www.towong.vic.gov.au/
bushfirerecovery and at 
council offices

• The Upper Murray 
Recovery Hub (corner 
of Donaldson Street and 
Towong Road, Corryong)
at the old Primary School)

• Your Local Area 
Recovery Officer - call 
1800 518 222 or email 
recovery@towong.vic.
gov.au

The last two rounds 
will open in February 
2021 and May 2021.

Council offers grant help

Following representations from the Towong Shire Council, the Corryong Courier and community 
members the Tintaldra Bridge has been re-opened with a manned checkpoint in place.
Motorists are reminded that only permit holders, emergency services workers, freight drivers and 
returning travellers are able to cross into NSW from Victoria.

CROSSING OPENED
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Ph: 02 6041 3855 • 435 Wilson St, Albury
www.hossackfunerals.com.au
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The ultimate funeral care for 
your loved one

VISITING CORRYONG
Wednesday July 29th, 2020

Ph: 02 6021 3399
office@focuspartners.com.au
Suite 1, Corryong Innovation Space, Boundary Street, Corryong

FOCUS PARTNERS - OUR FOCUS IS YOUR FUTURE

• Tax Returns  • Business Advice  • Accounting Services  
• Financial, Investment & Retirement Planning Advice 

Complimentary 1 hour appointment with a financial advisor
Tax returns processed ON THE SPOT

23 Hanson St. (in the heart of Corryong)

BACASH’S
EMPORIUM
 We stock a great range 

of Clothing, Fabrics, 
Bedding & Towels

	 Monday ................ 9am to 4pm
	 Tuesday ............... 9am to 4pm
	 Wednesday................  CLOSED
	 Thursday............... 9am t0 4pm
	 Friday.................... 9am to 4pm
	 Saturday.......... 9.30am to 1pm

WINTER HOURS

Find a treasure in Bacash’s Attic

Contact: 

Rowen Mildren
0428 446 040
0424 212 313
0408 869 111

FIREWOOD
Upper Murray Hardwood

The focus of Snowy 
Valleys Council’s (SVC) 
bushfire recovery program 
is expanding in partnership 
with the Australian 
government’s new Rural 
Recovery Support Service 
and the National Bushfire 
Recovery Agency.

SVC CEO, Matthew 
Hyde, said “We are 
excited to continue 
this community work 
with the additional help 
from the Department of 
Primary Industries’ Rural 
Recovery Support Service 
and the National Bushfire 
Recovery Agency and see 
council’s role as a vital 
connection point between 
the community and the 
state and federal agencies.

“With the additional 
resources now being 
provided  we are well 
placed to move to the next 

Valleys recovery enters new phase
phase and are confident 
the community will 
have access to necessary 
support for immediate 
needs and to develop what 
is needed for long term 
community recovery.

“The initial recovery 
team members have 
returned to their roles 
within council, with the 
Community Recovery 
Officer continuing to 
ensure focus is maintained 
on the recovery efforts 
over the longer term.

“Council will also 

co-ordinate and facilitate 
projects, activities and 
events for the community 
that will contribute to 
our region’s recovery 
and build community 
resilience and future 
disaster preparednes.”

The Rural Recovery 
Support Service 
specialises in helping 
agriculture, farming and 
small communities grow 
and thrive and is led by a 
Senior Bushfire Recovery 
Officer with support from 
three local Recovery 

Officers.
“The support service 

team will continue the 
good work of council’s 
recovery team over the 
past six months, focusing 
on giving one-on-one 
assistance and being 
available for individual 
and business needs,” Mr 
Hyde said.

“They can help identify 
and prepare grants, 
connect people to other 
service providers in the 
region  recovery.”

Council first formed a 

bushfire recovery team in 
the aftermath of the Dunns 
Road Bushfire crisis to 
support bushfire affected 
community members at a 
local grass roots level.

“Our recovery team has 
demonstrated commitment 
and passion towards 
helping our communities 
through their recovery 
journey and ith the help of 
internal staff and external 
support agencies they have 
achieved great inroads in 
the recovery process,” Mr 
Hyde said.

 The new Snowy Valleys’ Recovery Team: Community Recovery Officer, Andrew Rae, with the Rural 
Recovery Support Service Team of Mary Hoodless (left), Janelle Jenkins, Catherine Marriott, Lisa Clout 
and Charles Roche.

Australia’s health 
care workers have been 
engaged in the the biggest 
battle they’ve ever faced 
with Covid-19 and deserve 
all the support and reward 
the community can offer.

Accor Hotels 
and Channel 7 have 
teamed up to thank our 
health care heroes and 
Corryong Health nurse, 
Tracey Damm, has been 
recognised for the care 
and compassion  she has 
shown for patients.

“Corryong Health 
would like to congratulate 
our very own Tracey 
Damm for winning the 

Health hero’s holiday put on hold
Accor Channel 7 Health 
Care Hero award,” said 
Corryong Health CEO, 
Dominic Sandilands.

“Tracey is extremely 
deserving of the award and 
is a great representative of 
Corryong Health.

“She has worked at 
the Corryong Hospital 
for 20 years and has a 
range of experience in 
different areas of nursing 
including dialysis, theatre, 
midwifery and acute and 
residential care.

Tracey also has 
experience as a clinical 
specialist nurse in ICU 
at The Alfred Hospital in 

Melbourne.
The word from the 

staff  is that Tracey is 
also a fantastic cook who 
spoils the theatre staff 
with delicious cakes.

“Tracey is extremely 
community orientated 
and worked tirelessly 
through the bushfires 
alongside our fantastic 
nursing staff who put in 

many exhausting hours to 
ensure our community was 
protected,” Mr Sandilands 
added.

Tracey’s prize was 
supposed to be a stay 
at the Crown Resort in 
Melbourne this weekend 
but ironically, she will 
have to postpone her 
getaway because of the 
coronavirus!
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First Slab Laid in Upper Murray
On New Year’s Day, Bill Pryce’s house near Colac Colac was 
destroyed by fire, leaving his family without a home. For three 
months the family rented before moving into a shed on the 
property where they still live. 
Following building and planning approvals for his new home, 
last week the slab of Bill’s new house was laid. 
“It seemed to take a while but at the end of the day we’ve 
started building so we’re really happy,” he said.

“The grants helped. If it hadn’t been for the grants, we 
wouldn’t have been building this house right now”.
Mr Pryce worked with Elke, Council’s Planner, who guided 
and gave advice on the planning and building exemptions 
that had been introduced by Local and State Government to 
speed up the rebuild process. If you need Building or Planning 
advice, call the Recovery Hub on 1800 518 222.

PMS PROCESS CYAN PMS 300 BLACK

Upper Murray  
Community Recovery

Weekly Recovery Update - 16 July 2020 

$750,000 Community Recovery Grants Program
This week Council launched a $750,000 Community Recovery Grants 
Program to support locally led initiatives with grants of up to $5,000 to 
fuel recovery and renewal of our communities. 
The program is open to non-for-profit organisations and community 
groups including service clubs, community recovery committees and 
action groups across Towong Shire.
Funded by the Commonwealth Government’s Bushfire Recovery Program 
($550,000) and the State Government’s Community Recovery Package 
($200,000). Applications are open from July 2020 to June 2022, with three 
rounds annually. The first round of applications will close on Friday 14 
August. 
Find the guidelines and application form at www.towong.vic.gov.au/
bushfirerecovery. Or complete a printed form at the Upper Murray 
Recovery Hub or your local Council Office.

Contact Council’s Bushfire Recovery 
Team by calling 1800 518 222 or email 
recovery@towong.vic.gov.au
Newsletters and updates at www. 
towong.vic.gov.au/bushfirerecovery

Visit the Upper Murray Community 
Recovery Hub 
Cnr Donaldson St and Towong Rd, 
Corryong. Open Monday to Friday 
9am - 4pm.

A short-term modular house

Short-Term Modular Housing
Residents who lost their primary place of residence in the 
bushfires now have the option to move into a quality, 
modular home on their property for up to three years while 
they rebuild. 
The housing will be delivered to the property or another 
location where agreed, in line with planning permit 
exemptions announced by the Victorian Government.
The homes will be installed and built at no cost and recipients 
will pay hiring fees benchmarked to public housing rates.
Hardship arrangements will be put in place if needed to 
ensure that fees do not exceed 25 per cent of a household’s 
total income.
Short-term modular housing is jointly funded by the Victorian 
and Commonwealth Governments.

Bill at his freshly poured slab in Colac Colac

We hope that the grant 
program will assist community 
groups to take the next steps 
towards recovery by giving 

them the funds they need to 
deliver on their ideas.

Cr David Wortmann, Mayor

“ 

“ David Wortmann
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Find out where to get tested visit 
vic.gov.au/CORONAVIRUS
Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

It’s important to get tested for coronavirus 

at the first sign of any symptom and stay 

home until you get your result. Getting 

tested means you keep yourself, your friends, 

family, workplace and your community safe. 

It’s not over yet. 

TESTED

SYMPTOMSANYANY

GET
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Lester & Son
Funeral Directors

A tradition of personal, professional care since 1907

02 6056 1700
49 Thomas Mitchell Drive Wodonga

Ross Barnes, Andrew Harbick & David Wheeler

www.lesterandson.com.au

Corryong Neighbourhood Centre

39 Hanson St, Corryong Vic 3707 ABN 38 793 076 812
Ph: 02 6076 2176   Email: admin@corryongnc.org

EOI FOR CIVIL CONSTRUCTION PATHWAY
9 day course from August 24th – Includes White Card & Skid Steer - $100 – Accommodation 

and financial support available - Register your interest with the CNC

Ladies Dinner Group & Garden Group – In recess until further notice
Technology Playgroup & IT support – Tues – Paul provides 1 on 1 assistance with IT issues - $5
Drawing Group – Friday’s – 1pm-3.30pm – 39 Hanson St – $5
Upper Murray Employment Group – Join the Facebook group to advertise or find employment 
Wodonga Eye Care - Visiting Mon 20th July – Call 02 6056 4000

ALL SUPPORT & OUTREACH SERVICES IN RECESS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR STAFF & CUSTOMERS, PLEASE USE HAND SANITISER ON ARRIVAL AND 
MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIREMENTS

CENTRELINK & VICROADS AGENCY - PRINTING - LAMINATING - FREE INTERNET ACCESS

Corryong Health 
continues to work 
within the constraints of 
Covid-19 to maintain the 
safety of both its staff and 
community members.  

The Victroian and 
Australian governments 
have put in place 
restrictions to protect 
residents and workers 
in residential aged care 
facilities which iinclude 
legal requirements 
for visitor entry into 
residential aged care 
facilities. 

“Corryong Health is 
expected to comply with 
all legal requirements,” 
said Corryong Health 
CEO, Dominic 
Sandilands, “and the 
restrictions are regularly 
being reviewed with the 
changing pandemic.

“We are screening 
everyone upon entry to 
the premises including 
staff, clients and visitors 
including answering 
several health questions 
and undergoing a 
temperature check.

“Masks are required 
for all visitors of clients 
admitted to the acute 
hospital ward.

“Evidence of influenza 
vaccination is required for 
all visitors to   residential 
aged care clients.

Health service complies with new rules

“We are also offering 
a drive-through service 
for anyone who has 
symptoms.  Please phone 
ahead on 02 6076 3270 
to allow for screening and  
suitability for testing.”

Corryong Health is 
also offering telephone 
consultations for GP and 
allied health visits.

The Urgent Care 
Centre is operating 24/7 
with support of nursing 

staff and doctors during 
business hours and with 
the assistance of the 
‘My Emergency Doctor’ 
service after hours.

“Community-based 
services for high risk 
clients continue with 
strict conditions attached 
to ensure the safety of 
staff and clients,” Mr 
Sandilands added.

“With this in mind, 
please ensure that 

you contact Corryong 
Health for all of your 
normal health care 
needs including chronic 
disease appointments, 
vaccinations, mental 
health services and health 
checks.”

For information 
about state of emergency 
restrictions visit https://
www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/
v ic to r i a s - r e s t r i c t ion -
levels-covid-19.

Corryong Health is conducting temperatures checks prior to access. 

Advertising that pays dividends
Phone 02 6076 1045 adverts@corryongcourier.com.au
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Corryong Courier
Phone: 02 6076 1045

adverts@corryongcourier.com.au

Ken Bailey 
Mechanical 

Repairs
46 Donaldson St 

Corryong
Ph: 6076 1119

CORRYONG 
TAXI SERVICE
Servicing Corryong 

& District

0418 697 807
Note: Please do 

not call 
6076 1418

Dr Rowan Daniel

CHIROPRACTOR
IN CORRYONG

Visiting weekly 
on Fridays 

9.30am-5.30pm
Next appointments: 

July 24th, 2020
81B Hanson St., Corryong
Ph: 6056 2185

Courier 
Advertising

Placement of 
advertisements

• Registration or 
engine numbers and a 
price are required for  
motor vehicle sales.
• IDs are required 
when placing 
a birth notice, 
wedding notice and 
engagement notice. 
• All trade ads must 
have the licence 
name and no. appear 
in the ad.
Advertisements will 
only be published 
once you have agreed 
either verbally, via 
email or via fax to 
the quoted price and 
publication date(s). 
If you are placing an 
ad outside of normal 
business hours, your 
booking may not be 
attended to until the 
next working day.
If you have an 
enquiry please phone 
us 02 6076 1045 or 
email to adverts@
corryongcourier.com.
au.

HAY CARTAGE
• All areas

(Experienced 
contractor / own truck)
• Can also supply grass 

hay & cereal hay 
(big rounds)

• Competitive rates 
Contact:

Rod Cowie
Corryong

0408 364 910

HAY 
CONTRACTING

Debzzz 
Beekeeping

Paradise
BEES!!

5 FRAME
NUC HIVES
Order now
for Spring

www.
DebzzzBeekeeping

Paradise.com
Or phone Deb 
0417 244 495

PUBLIC
NOTICES

Linda & 
Mell’s

OPEN
WEDNESDAY 

TO SATURDAY
• Mens, Ladies & 

Children’s Clothing
• Scarves, Beanies & 

Gloves
• Avon Products

• Bags & Jewellery
• Makeup & Perfumes

And lots more ....
+

 TARA CYNTHIA’S 
SERENITY 

COLLECTION
Free gift with 

every purchase
Riley’s Arcade

Shop 4, 41 Hanson St.

Hay - Wheaten & vetch, 
$264 (inc GST); 
Wheaten, $231 inc 
(GST). Ph: 0419 004 
720.

MEETINGS

DEATHS

Cereal Hay - Oaten, 
wheaten & barley, 
8x4x3 squares: Barley 
straw, 8x4x3 squares. 
Ph: 0488 580 440.

FOR SALE

MARGARSON, Ron - 
Left this realm on 30th 
June, 2020.
Loved husband of 
Betty.
Proud father of Faye, 
Jan, Maree and Tanya.
Beloved grandfather of 
Ben and Ingrid, Matt, 
Luke and Tara.
Respected father-in-
law of Brenton and 
Michael.
In keeping with Ron’s 
love of his Saturday 
morning coffee, we ask 
that you join with us at 
11am on Saturday 18th 
July, wherever you 
are, to raise a cup and 
remember Ron.

v
A memorial will be 
planned for a future 
date.

Special Council Meeting

Tuesday 21 July at 10.30am
Tallangatta Council Office

Council will consider the Proposed Budget
2020/21. The agenda will be available

prior at www.towong.vic.gov.au

THANKS

GALE - I would like to 
thank the two lovely 
(and entertaining) para-
medics who took me to 
the Wodonga Hospital 
on Saturday night for 
their wonderful care 
and attention.
~ Clare

POSITIONS VACANT

AgBiz Assist Ltd (ABA) provides rural financial 
counselling services to primary producers 
and small businesses experiencing financial 
hardship.  
The following positions are full-time 12 month 
contracts:-
Rural Financial Counsellor (2 positions)
North East Victoria (Wodonga area and Towong 
Shire)
Office location maybe negotiable
A background in agriculture, small business and 
strong financial understanding with outstanding 
interpersonal skills will help you secure this 
role.
For a position description, selection criteria and 
application details visit www.rfcsvicne.org.au 
or phone 1300 834 775.
To learn more about the role please contact 
Chris Howard, Program Manager - mobile 0427 
546 642.
Please submit your application to info@
rfcsvicne.org.au including a cover letter 
nominating the position you are applying for, 
a separate document addressing the selection 
criteria and CV. 
Applications close Monday 27 July, 2020.
AgBiz Assist Ltd is supported by the Australian and 

Victorian Governments

Join our Register of Suppliers

If you are a supplier or contractor and are interested
in working for us on an ongoing basis, or for a

particular project, join our Register of Suppliers of
Goods and Services. 

For more information, call 02 6071 5100 or visit
towong.vic.gov.au/tenders-eoi/eoi/suppliers.asp.

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Patients and carers 
from across spend more 
than 300 nights a year at 
the 

Towong Shire Council 
has contributed $10,000 
to the second stage of 
the Accommodation 
Centre Hilltop Cancer 
Accommodation Centre.

Stage two will include 
an additional ten rooms 
for patients and carers 
attending the Regional 

Council supports rural cancer centre 
Cancer Centre in Albury/
Wodonga.

In the last 24 months 
the centre has supported 
more than 60 families 
from Towong Shire, 
providing much needed 
accommodation for 
patients, carers and 
families.

Mayor Cr David 
Wortmann said Council 
recognised and appreciated 
the importance of the 

centre for Towong Shire 
residents.

“Unfortunately there 
are many Towong residents 
who need to undergo 
treatment at the Regional 
Cancer Centre. Hilltop 
provides comfortable 
accommodation for our 
residents who are unable 
to travel what are often 
considerable distances 
home” he said.

The donation follows 
an initial $10,000 
contribution towards 
stage one which included 
20 modern motel rooms 

with an ensuite, lounge 
and kitchenette facilities. 
Stage one also included 
communal areas including 
fully equipped kitchens, 
dining, lounge, library, 
BBQ and children’s play 
area.

The donation will 
be made to the Hilltop 
Centre on Monday 13 July 
on behalf of the residents 
and ratepayers of Towong 
Shire. Stage two of the 
project is expected to 
be completed in August 
2020.

WIRES and Landcare 
Australia have announced 
that 64 environmental 
groups across the country 
will benefit from a 
landmark $1.185 million 
grants partnership to 
support recovery of 
wildlife habitats impacted 
by bushfires and drought.

Launched in April 
2020, the WIRES 
Landcare Australia 
Wildlife Relief and 
Recovery Grants is 
a pioneering alliance 
between two not-for-
profits that have been 
part of the fabric of local 
communities for over 30 
years. 

Made possible due 
to the unprecedented 
volume of donations 
to WIRES from within 
Australia and around 
the world following the 
Black Summer bushfires, 
this grants program will 
support wide-ranging 
regeneration projects 
focused on restoring 
habitat impacted by the 
bushfires.

Projects include 
rainforest revegetation, 
installation of nest boxes 
to replace destroyed tree 
hollows for decimated 
native species, feeding 
programs for endangered 
wildlife, management of 
invasive weeds, erosion 
control and protection 
of our waterways and 
aquatic habitat.

WIRES CEO, Leanne 

Wildlife habitat to 
be rehabilitated

Taylor, said this initiative 
in partnership with 
Landcare Australia has 
highlighted the remarkable 
diversity of projects and 
activities being undertaken 
by groups nationally.

“Regeneration of 
impacted habitat is key to 
supporting our vulnerable 
native wildlife,” she said.

“This program is an 
excellent example of how 
we can use donations 
to support grassroot 
community organisations 
to make a real difference 
and deliver positive 
outcomes for our wildlife 
now and in the future.”

Landcare Australia 
CEO, Dr Shane 
Norrish, applauded the 
overwhelming response 
to the grants program, 
citing the extraordinary 
commitment landholders 
and community 
environmental groups 
display.

“While the nation has 
been impacted by the worst 
global health pandemic in 
living memory, effectively 
halting on-ground bushfire 
and drought regeneration 
activity, the desire and 
motivation to get on with 
the recovery effort has 
been astounding and the 
demand for assistance and 
the quality of applications 
so great, WIRES provided 
additional funding to 
support more groups than 
originally contemplated,” 
Dr Norrish said.
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Has your business 
lost income after 

Authorised by the Victorian 
Government, Melbourne

You should apply for the new $10,000 Small 

It’s easy to apply:

• 

• You can apply if your business was directly 

To be eligible, small businesses (including 
primary producers) in East Gippsland, Towong 
and Alpine Shires must have experienced a 
40 per cent decline in revenue over a 3 month 

To apply, visit  or 

at 1800 560 760

Authorised by the Victorian

Advertising that pays dividends
Phone us on 02 6076 1045

adverts@corryongcourier.com.au

It’s been a tough 
time for Corryong’s gym 
junkies who have been 
unable to use the new 
health and fitness centre at 
the Corryong Recreation 
Reserve  because of 
Covid-19 restrictions.

However, preparation 
to re-open the gym 
has continued with the 
purchase and installation 
of storage units and some 
new equipment. More 
equipment is on order but 
delivery has been affected 
by the coronavirus.

It was expected that the 
gym would re-open at the 
new premises in late July 
but an exact date has not 
yet been determined.

Plans are being 
developed for how the 
facility will operate under 
coronavirus restrictions 
including which classes 
can be offered in the initial 
weeks.

It is expected that the 
gym will only be open 
when a staff member 
can be in attendance, 
to ensure appropriate 
social distancing rules are 
maintained.

Members  will also 
be required to undergo 
an induction to orient 
themselves with the new 
facility. 

Members should have 
received a membership 
form and a screening tool 

Gym users are getting keen

for completion and return 
to Corryong Health. 

If the screening  
indicates that an 
assessment is required you 
will be contacted to arrange 
an appointment with the 
exercise physiologist (at 
no charge).

Members are also 
being reminded to return 
any equipment they may 
have hired while the gym 

was closed. 
When the facility 

opens, infection control 
measures will be in place 
including maintaining 
physical distancing, 
practising good hand 
hygiene, cleaning and 
disinfecting your workout 
space and using a clean 
towel each time you attend 
the gym and bringing extra 
towels to lay on equipment 

benches and seats etc.
Members are also 

advised to bring their own 
drink bottles.

Any member who 
is displaying Covid-19 
symptoms such as 
persistent coughing will 
be asked to leave the gym.

A ‘Register of 
Attendance’ will also be 
used to assist with contact 
tracing.

Gym manager, Megan Spurgeon, tries out some of the new equipment.
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Advertising pays dividends
Contact us about long term rates

Phone 02 6076 1045 or email 
adverts@corryongcourier.com.au

Terms & Conditions apply. Standard lending criteria, fees, charges, terms and conditions apply. WAW may vary or withdraw this offer at any time without notice. *WARNING: The comparison rate is only true for the example given and may not include all fees and charges. Different terms, fees or 
other loan amounts may result in a different comparison rate. The comparison rate is based on a secured owner occupied principal and interest loan of $150,000 over 25 years. AFSL and Australian Credit Licence 247298. ABN 48 087 651 787.

Home loans made simple and easy - as they should be. Visit WAWCU.com.au/backtobasics or call 1300 368 555 to make the switch. 

Low ongoing variable comparison rate.*

3.49
from

I never thought I’d see 
our usually seamless state 
border with NSW blocked 
with concrete barriers and 
checkpoints controlling 
entry on the main bridges 
such as Bringenbrong.  

The world had turned 
upside down more than 
once since the New Year 
with fires and Covid-19 
with its second lockdown. 

On receiving the news 
of the pending border 
closure at midnight on 
Tuesday 7 July, we drove 
to Albury to be in place 
to have our car serviced 
the next morning.  Before 
leaving I photographed 
Bringenbrong Bridge.  
Like many I was 
wondering when we 
might be able to drive 
across it freely again.  
Bringenbrong Bridge was 
bathed in winter sunshine 
but a closer look revealed 
a NSW police car arriving.

The sight of the 
policeman doing some 
reconnaissance for the 
forthcoming closure 
reminded me that the 
border had not always 
been seamless.  My father 
Tom Mitchell told stories 
of how before Federation 
in 1901, there was a duty 
on cattle crossing from 
NSW   into Victoria with 
heavy fines for anyone 
caught smuggling stock.  
Some border crossings 
even had their own little 
customs houses. 

The unpopular tax 
was tough on those in 
Tumbarumba Shire who 
were often more reliant 
on Victorian markets than 
they were on the NSW 
counterparts.  

The Mitchell 
family, which  bought 
Bringenbrong from the 
Douglas family in 1875, 
had their own experiences 
to relate of the smuggling 
days.  The whitethorn 
on the river flats could 
conceal mobs of cattle and 
one of the tactics was to 
have a quiet, old cow, then 
someone would take her 
calf up onto his saddle and 
ford the river with the cow 
following.  The idea was 
that the rest of the mob 
would follow. This had 

Borders blocked to the invisible enemy
By Honor Auchinleck

to be done without using 
dogs or whips.  

Federation in 1901 
brought an end customs 
although it didn’t achieve 
the same result with 
cattle ‘duffing’.  Tom 
was born after Federation 
in 1906 so it must have 
been his father and uncle 
Jack from Khancoban 
and perhaps some of the 
other ‘old hands’ who told 
him smuggling tales and 
warned him about cattle 
duffing.

Until the first wooden 
bridge at Bringenbrong 
was built in about 1906, 
there was only a ford 
marked by a cream 
can lid nailed to a post 
further down stream from 
where the bridge is now 
and where the river was 
shallow.  If you had to 
cross the river other than 
on horseback, then you 
needed to fetch old George 
Evans, the boatman, who 
lived at Bringenbrong.  
Naturally you needed 
to have your transport 
organised for your 
onward journey. In just 
over a century the river 
has changed and the post 
marking the ford no longer 
exists. 

This winter the river 
is running high and cold 
and with a strong current. 
Few in their right minds 
would think of fording 

the river, even with the 
best boatman in the Upper 
Murray.

Tom wrote of how one 
of his earliest recollections 
of ‘inter-state brotherly 
feeling’ was in 1919 when 
the NSW police suddenly 
appeared and barricaded 
the Bringenbrong 
Bridge with logs during 
the Spanish influenza 
epidemic.’  Tom explained 
that in the late summer 
and autumn of 1919 the 
river was low and the 
family found a convenient 
ford a mile higher up 
stream.  Meanwhile, the 
local policeman was able 
to fish peacefully from 
the bridge!  The thought 
of freshly caught trout for 
dinner clearly had some 
persuasive powers for 
keeping an eye blind!I 
don’t think our policemen 
would be quite so relaxed 
now. 

In those days there was 
no danger of hooking carp 
from the river!

In the 1960s there was 
a manned (during working 
hours) fruit fly checkpoint 
on the Victorian side 
about a kilometre from 
Bringenbrong Bridge.  
Honest people handed 
over their fruit and the 
iInspector had the power 
to search people’s cars 
if he suspected them of 
being dishonest.  The fruit 

was then thrown in a bin 
beside the inspector’s hut.  
The bin could be a good 
source of apples for our 
horses if we happened to 
be riding that way outside 
the inspector’s working 
hours.  He was a decent 
man and there wasn’t 
anything he could have 
done anyway.  

For those with fruit in 
their cars and who were 
hoping to cross from NSW 
into Victoria, one could 
always drive to Towong 
Bridge where there was 
no inspector and a bin 
was provided in which 
travellers were meant to 
leave fruit.  I never heard 
of anyone doing so. 

Of course, Covid-19 is 
in a totally different league 
to fruit fly.

This time the 
roadblocks are very 
different and just like the 
1919 flu pandemic, the 
enemy is invisible but it 
is so much more complex 
and threatening.  

On Towong bridge 
heavy concrete barriers 
have been used instead of 
the tree trunks. The border 
closure is inconvenient to 
those who work or have 
business, or family to care 
for or rely on medical 
services on the other side 
of the state line.  

In some cases in other 
areas, the border closures 
might break some of the 
very businesses we need 
to help feed the population 
and to keep the country 

on its feet. I would like 
to think common sense 
solutions are being found 
for local cross border 
traffic.  

Our driving licences 
have our addresses and 
should identify us as being 
local folk and speed up 
the process. I understand 
Tintaldra Bridge has 
opened again.  

Apart from the 
impact on families and 
businesses, the closure of 
the border is a measure 
of the seriousness of 
Covid-19.  As I write 
this, the virus is making 
another chapter in our 
local history and no doubt 
with many stories to 
match.  

Meanwhile, we can 
only imagine the relief we 
will all feel once we’re 
virus-free, restrictions 
have been lifted and the 
borders are open!

Footnote:- (1) 
Local historian, John 
Whitehead, recalls that 
in 1938 as a seven-year-
old, the border was closed 
because of a major polio 
epidemic and all children 
had to be checked by the 
local doctor and then 
undergo home schooling.

Footnote 2:- A virus 
of a different type caused 
the closures of the NSW 
and Queensland borders 
in 2007 when Australia’s 
horse racing industry was 
disrupted for four months 
by an outbreak of equine 
influenza.   

A checkpoint is being manned at Bringenbrong Bridge.



To register your child in the Birthday Club phone 
6076 1045 or email 

adverts@corryongcourier.com.au
EACH BIRTHDAY CLUB MEMBER RECEIVES A BIRTHDAY CARD AND FREE PATTIES PARTY PACK

Find-a-Word

Joke Of The Week:- 
Question: Why is Peter Pan flying all the time? Answer:He neverlands!

13 letters left over.  Solution: Holiday playground

Birthday 
Club24-30 Hanson St., Corryong. Ph: 6076 1286

 

Logan Fischer, July 19, 2010 (10)

accessories			   chemist			   manchester
arcade	       		  chiropractor			  nightclub		
art gallery			   chocolate			   novelties
baker	       			   confectioner			  panelbeating
banks  			   fast food			   patisserie		
bootmaker		        	 fish and chips		  perfumery		
boutique			   fruiterer			   restaurant	
cafe				    furniture			   shops		
cake shop			   gardener			   stores
carpet				   mall				    tobacconist

In the main street
WHAT, WHEN & WHO

Carol Allen - NSW & Vic. 
(6076 2051);  Merv Ward 
(6076 1369); Phil Coulston 
(6071 2746); Tom Newton 
-  Vic (0438 382 140); Ter-
ry Forrest (6077 9292).

LOCAL JUSTICES 
OF PEACE

Corryong - 02 6076 1666 
For all  emergencies'000'.
If local police are absent 
you will speak directly to 
the Wodonga Police who 
will relay a message.

LOCAL POLICE

Urgent Care Centre 
(UCC):-
1. Present to the UCC
2.  Be assessed by highly 
trained nurse
3. If required, a doctor will 
be contacted via Telehealth  
(video conference with 
Albury Wodonga Health)
Other Services:-
Emergencies - 000 
(anytime)
Corryong Medical Clinic  
- 02 6076 3290
Corryong Health 
Reception - 02 6076 3200
Nurse on Call – 1300 606 
024 (anytime)
GP helpline – 1800 022 
222 (anytime)
Pathology – Mon. to Frid.  
8am to 12pm.

MUSEUM ROSTER UPPER HUME 
HEALTH SERVICE

Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Other Drugs support – 
drug withdrawal nurs-
es and counsellors from 
Wodonga will visit on an 
outreach basis as required. 
Ph: 1800 657 573.

TOWONG SHIRE & 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

76 Hanson St., Corryong
Council customer service 
and library staff are availa-
ble Monday to Friday 9am 
to 4.30pm .
Council office and library 
are closed on weekends 
and public holidays.
Telephone:
Shire: 6076 2160;
Library: 6076 1639

Radio Upper 
Murray

88.7 / 98.9  / 107.7
Jennifer Fennell 

Wed: 10am - 1pm
Sun: 1pm - 5pm

OP SHOP

WASTE
 MANAGEMENT

Corryong Tip
Thursday:	3pm - 5pm
Sunday: 	 12 noon - 4pm
Public holidays - Closed
Waste Collection Days: 
Tuesday: Towong, Tin-
taldra, Walwa, Jingellic, 
Lucyvale, Colac Colac
Thursday: Cudgewa Val-
ley, Cudgewa, Nariel, 
Thougla, Biggara, Bunroy
Friday: Corryong Town-
ship, Khancoban.
 For more information 
visit  www.towong.vic.gov.
au or phone 02 6071 5100 
or 1300 365 222 (local call 
cost).

MEALS ON WHEELS

Corryong Health

COMMUNITY CAR
A service for those 
without transport to access 
appointments in Alb-
Wodonga. Ph: 6076 3200.

CLOSED
The public is advised 
that the Man From 

Snowy River Museum 
will be closed until 

further notice due to 
the Covid-19 health 

threat.

CLOSED
The public is advised 
that the Corryong Op 

Shop will be closed 
until further notice 
due to the Covid-19 

health threat.

Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic Corryong Food-
Share has changed from 
a drop-in service to a ‘no 
contact care package’ 
delivery service an 
Wednesday & Thursday  
Thursday. Contact Carol 
on 0427 762 051 or 
Douglas 0427 014 935 
prior to 9.30am for same 
day delivery. 
Household items from 
Corryong Relief Centre 
are still by appointment.

CORRYONG 
FOODSHARE

BAPTIST CHURCH

Cnr Donaldson & Wheeler 
St., Corryong
Church Council: Linda 
Nankervis 60779212
Pastoral Enquiries:  Sandy 
Hill 6076 8273  Catherine 
Ross 6076 1363 Linda 
Nankervis 60779212
Hall Hire: Pamela Menere 
0408 767 327.
Children: Spotlight for 
kids, after school, first 
Friday each month during 
school terms. Linda Nan-
kervis 6077 9212.
Worship - Corryong: 
9.30am

UNITING CHURCH

PENTECOSTAL
Ambassadors of Jesus
59 Donaldson Street
Sunday: 10.30am Worship 
& The Word followed by 
Felloship Lunch. 7.30pm 
As arranged; 
Wednesday: 7.45pm:  Al-
ternate Fellowship - La-
dies, Prayer, Men’s, Fam-
ily.
Enquiries: Pastors Doug-
las & Carol Allen 6076 
2050 /51. Fax 6076 
2052.E-mail: (aoj@corry-
ong.net).  Catch The Fire 
Ministries & Rise Up Aus-
tralia Prayer Meeting: 7.45 
pm Sunday: First of the 
month at Council Cham-
bers, Corryong Enquiries: 
B Cadle 6948 4468

87-89 Hanson Street
Friday: Youth Group.
Sunday: 10am Worship 
Service. Kids Church
Wednesday: 10.30am 
Mainly Music (school 
terms). Enquiries: 02 6076 
1468 or www.corryong-
baptist.org.

Pastor Graeme Van 
Brummelen - 

(02) 60761 468

CATHOLIC PARISH

St Joseph’s, Khancoban:-  
Sunday Mass 9am. Week-
day Mass 9am, except 
Friday 5pm.
Confessions Sunday 8.30-
8.55am and on request.
Corryong:- Sunday Mass 
11.30am;
Walwa:- Sunday Mass 
2pm / Liturgy of the Word 
with Communion at 
Walwa.

Meets weekly on 
Saturday at 10am at the 
Uniting Church Hall.

SEVENTH DAY 
ADVENTIST

ANGLICAN PARISH
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CORRYONG HEALTH

9.30 - All Saints Corryong 
each Sunday;
1st Sunday of the month 
2pm Biggara (at the Bigga-
ra Tennis Court)
3rd Sunday of each month 
11.30 am Holy Trinity 
Cudgewa.
Bible Studies on line 
Wednesday at 6.30 pm. (If 
you wish to join call Rev 
Mitch Porter 60761057)

The current COVID-19 
restrictions have impacted 
on the revival of a local 
Scouting group.

The launch of the 
new 1st Corryong Scout 
Group was scheduled for 
today but according to a 
social media post on July 
7th, it has been decided 
to proceed with a ‘soft’ 
opening which will be 
limited to people who have 
registered as members, 
parent helpers and leaders.

The organisers will 
be in contact with leaders 
and parents of registered 
members within the next 
week regarding plans for 
the next stage.

For more information 
contact Sarah Austin via 
email at sajaaustin30@
gmail.com Ian Hall at 
saltyone@bigpond.com.

Scouts take 
a cautious 
approach
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For information about 
advertising 

in the Business 
Directory 

please email:
adverts@

corryongcourier.
com.au

Corryong 
Computer 
Services

For competitive prices and local services, 
systems (on site installation), software 
accessories and system maintenance. 

Call to discuss your requirements or for an 
obligation free quote.

Warwick Ross
Ph: 6076 2233 / Fax: 6076 1609

CORRYONG BUS & FREIGHT
TIMETABLE

Daily service to Albury-Wodonga via Walwa
Monday to Friday

Departs:
Corryong Newsagency (6076 1381).............................7.30am
Cudgewa..........................................................................7.45am
Tintaldra..........................................................................8.00am
Walwa Store (6037 1291)...............................................8.20am
Jingellic Store (6037 1320).............................................8.45am
Mount Alfred..................................................................9.00am
Granya..............................................................................9.30am
Arrives:
Snow White Depot...................................................... 10.15am
(474 David St., Albury)
Wodonga Post Office.................................................. 10.30am
(High St., Wodonga)
Departs:
Wodonga Post Office.................................................... 1.20pm
Snow White Depot ....................................................... 2.00pm
(6021 4368)
Arrives:
Granya............................................................................. 2.50pm
Mount Alfred................................................................. 3.25pm
Jingellic........................................................................... 3.35pm
Walwa.............................................................................. 3.45pm
Tintaldra......................................................................... 4.00pm
Towong........................................................................... 4.10pm
Corryong Newsagency................................................. 4.30pm

•	 Pickup/drop off service available to railway 		
	 stations,  airport and hospitals.

Maurie or Clayton on 0427 240 077
• Bus service does not operate on weekends or 		
	 Victorian public holidays.

CARRIERS

WILESMITH CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Free hallways and mats with house lots

Pensioner discounts available

PHONE:
0428 482 976
or contact local agent

Hobie’s 
Sports Store
6076 1121

CONCRETERS

HARRY’S 
CONCRETING

• Shed Slabs   • 
Pathways

• Driveways     • Patios
• Exposed Stamp & 

Stencil
Bobcat & Tipper Hire
0439 400 418

COMPUTER SERVICES

DON’S 
FREIGHT 
SERVICE
Corryong - Cudgewa - Walwa- 

Tintaldra - Tallangatta - Albury/
Wodonga and surrounding areas daily

Michael and Sandra Green
Ph: 0411 617 086 or 02 6077 4215

S & K WHITEHEAD 
EARTHMOVING

• 2 x 20 Ton Excavators
• Rock breaker
• CAT D6R Bulldozer
• Truck and Truck & Trailer
• Komatsu 655 Grader
• Smooth Drum Roller
• Tri-axle Float

QUARRY PRODUCTS
• Road Base - 25mm & 40mm

• Rock for erosion control
For all your earthmoving needs

Ph: 02 6076 2036 / 0408 495 468

CARPET CLEANING

BUS SERVICE

BEAUTY AND HEALTH EARTHMOVING & EXCAVATION

 * Waxing   * Facials
* Spray tans    

* Manicures and Pedicures
* Massage *eye lashes
61 Hanson Street, Coryrong

Phone Jane Mongan
 0427 737 556 

R & S MCINNES EARTHMOVING
Equipment for hire

• 2 x 21 ton Volvo excavators
• Volvo 30 ton dump truck
• D6T CAT Bulldozer
• 10m Truck & Dog
• Cat 12G Grader
• Triaxle Float
• Log Grab
• 11 ton smooth & padfoot rollers

For all enquires please phone Richard and 
Samantha on 02 6076 1446 or 0408 768 246

Advertising 
pays dividends

Long term rates available
Ph: 02 6076 1045

Email: adverts@corrycourier.com.au 

Make your 
ADVERT stand out with a 

splash of colour for ONLY an 
extra $10

PLANT HIRE

Full Range of 
Quarry Products

v	Road Construction & Maintenance
v	Road Re-sheeting
v	Dairy Lanes
v	Culvert & Drainage
v	Site Cuts
v	Building Pads
v	Subdivisions
v	Dam Construction & Cleaning

ILLIERCONTRACTINGH

Phone: Office - 02 6076 1329
Greg - 0408 555 131 / 

Fax: 02 6076 2240
Email: hilliercontracting@bigpond.com

For a Quality Finish
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For information about advertising in 
the Business Directory please email:

adverts@corryongcourier.com.au
or phone 02 6076 1045

• Trucks and Machinery
• Welding

• Auto Electrical
• 5 Tonne Excavator for hire

   Joe Elias T/A

Ph: 02 6077 1170 
Mob: 0429 110 264

Joey’s Repairs
On Site Services & Repairs

24 hrs 7 Days a week

MEDICAL

TYRES

HIGH COUNTRY
PEST CONTROL

All Pest Control 
Treatments and Inspections

Servicing all areas
Brendon & Kerrie Attree

Lic. VIC/NSW
Mobile: 0418570194
Ph/Fax: 02 60725347

email: attree33@bigpond.com
“When Local Knowledge Really Counts”

FARM REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

PEST CONTROL

PLUMBING

• Regularly visiting doctors
v Dr Barbara Hoare	 v Dr Clare Roczniok

v Dr Ian Partridge	 v Dr Stephanie Partridge

v Dr John Sanderson	 v Dr Susan Lumsdaine

•	 Same day appointments generally available 
• Bulk billing for concession card holders 
	 & children 16yrs & under
•	Blood/pathology tests
Phone: 6037 1222
Appointments also available with 
Maternal Health Nurse.

ALWA MEDICAL CLINIC

BROWNS PLUMBING 
CORRYONG

Servicing the Upper Murray for over 30 years 
Licence No. VIC 24675  NSW 214998C 

 PLUMBING
 GASFITTING
 DRAINAGE

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC 
Supply, installation & maintenance 

 Gas & combustion stoves
 Carbon monoxide testing
 Wood & gas heaters 
 Roofing & guttering
 Water tanks, water pumps & pressure 

systems 
 Hot water services
 Evaporative air-conditioners
 Large range of PVC, copper pipe & poly 

fittings
 Sewer & drain cleaning machine 
 Ditch Witch, backhoe/front end loader 

& horizontal borer
 Pipe & cable locator
 Backflow prevention

Colin Brown’s Mobile: 0409 742 476 
Workshop: 27-31 Harris Street, Corryong 

rbbjbrown@bigpond.com 
27 Donaldson Street, Corryong

Ph: (02) 6076 1177 / 0457 328 123 (AH)
E: corryongtyre@hotmail.com

CLOSED SATURDAY MORNINGS
Service by appointment only

ELECTRICAL

PATRICK 
MONGAN 

PLUMBING
• Roof Plumber • Drainage

• Gas Fitter • Sewer Machine
• Supply of fittings

Reasonable Rates
Prompt service

Mobile: 0417 293 192
Home: 02 6077 1255

Lic Vic: 44726 NSW: 78004C

SPECIALISING IN COLOUR WORK
For all your printing needs

Contact Mark Collins 0418 602 623

PRINTING

SUBSCRIPTIONS

MOVING IN 2020?
Keep up with the news 

in the Upper Murray with 
a subscription to the 

Corryong Courier

A great gift for family & friends!
Digital and print 

subscriptions available
Digital: corryongcourier.

com.au
Print: Phone 02 6076 

1045 or email editorial@
corryongcourier.com.au
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Hay!
Fodder Available by order 

• Square and Round Bales
Please contact Tony Irwin

0427 869 019

Livestock: Rodney McKenzie 0427 707 248 / 02 6077 9103
Cameron Hilton 0419 578 309

Property: Mike Weller 0410 663 041
Talk to us TODAY about your Livestock & Property requirements

We provide the following services:
• Livestock

• Paddock Sales
• Corryong Liveweigh Scales

• Wodonga Market Sales

• Property
• Obligation free appraisals

• Auctions, Private Sales 
& Tenders

• Clearing Sales

• Livestock Agents
• Rural Property Marketing

AUCTIONEERS, LIVESTOCK
Contact your local representative

Jeff Brindley
Mobile: 0428 762 554 

AH: 02 6077 5275

M & B McKimmie
• Ascots NVLX Teys Wagga

PH: 0488 760 517
 02 6076 0517

Livestock & General 
Transport

The Khancoban Golf 
Club has banned a group 
of youths who damaged 
the course while playing. 

“Unfortunately we 
have sneaky idiots  in 
our community who take 
advantage of our small 
club and volunteers,” one 
member said.

“We would appreciate 
that even if you don’t pay 
green fees you at least look  
after the course by filling 
in your huge divots.

“We know who you 
are and be warned you 
are banned from the 
Khancoban golf course 
for the next twelve months 
and your parents have been 
advised of this action. 

“If you come back in 
the meantime you will be 
trespassing and police will 
be advised.”

Corryong
Midweek results 
Wednesday 8/7:- 

Vandals warned off for a year

Golfers played a 
stableford and a welcome 
was extended to Peter 
Harbrecht. The winner 
was Melissa Humphrey 
with 29 points. 

Saturday 11/7:- A 
Canadian event was 

played and the winners 
were Ilma Clarke and 
Belinda McKimmie with 
57-17=40; R/up - Peter 
Harbrecht and Mitch 
Porter with 55-14¼-40¾. 

Monday 13/7:- A 
stableford  was played 

and the winner was Peter 
Harbrecht with 13 points.

Crows have been 
very troublesome again 
resulting in many lost 
balls.

Midweek mixed golf 
is played Mondays and 

Wednesdays - 10am for 
10.30 start.

Saturday afternoon golf 
for new players continues. 
For further information 
contact Melissa Humphrey 
0438 761 374 or Sue 
Morley 0458 010 222.

The Khancoban course has been damaged by 
‘sneaky idiots’.

Regional communities 
are being warned not to 
drop the ball when it comes 
to remaining safe from the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

The Rural Doctors 
Association of Australia 
(RDAA) and Australian 
College of Rural and 
Remote Medicine 
(ACRRM) said that, 
while most of the recent 
COVID-19 cases have 
been in metropolitan 
areas, there is significant 
potential for new cases 
to present in rural 
communities in the 
coming weeks.

 

Rural areas urged to play it safe
“With the recent re-

opening of some state 
borders, increased school 
holiday travel and ongoing 
freight operations between 
states and into regional 
areas, it is reasonable to 
assume coronavirus could 
spread into more rural 
communities in the weeks 
ahead,” said Clinical Lead 
for RDAA and ACRRM’s 
COVID-19 Rural and 
Remote Response, Dr 
Adam Coltzau.

“Indeed, some new 
COVID-19 cases have 
already been confirmed 
in a number of rural 

communities in Victoria 
and NSW.

 “We have also seen 
this week that some people 
who visited the Crossroads 
Hotel at Casula, in 
outer Sydney, have now 
presented for testing in 
Queensland – so clearly 
there is potential for the 
virus to quickly move long 
distances as people do.

 “A key message from 
governments is that anyone 
showing any symptoms, 
however mild, should get 
tested for COVID-19, as 
this can greatly assist in 
tracing transmission of the 

virus.
 “We urge rural 

Australians to ensure they 
are doing this and please, 
if you haven’t already 
done so, download the 
COVIDSafe app to make 
contact tracing easier.”

Dr Coltzau said 
it is critical that rural 
Australians continue to 
maintain social distancing 
of at least 1.5 metres, 
regularly wash their hands, 
cover their mouth and nose 
if they cough or sneeze 
and self-isolate and get 
tested if they are showing 
any flu symptoms.
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